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The President met today with his eenior advisore to

consider the United States respons

attack on both the Marines and the
|

is clear:

-an intimidate the government »f Lebanon,

e to this morning's vicious

those who sponsor thess outrages believe that they
i I .
its people, and their

French soldiers. One thiLg

friends in the international community. They are wrong. The

;'(! i

United States will not be ddoéou&agod—ftom a course which 1ﬂ

both just and consistent with our national interest of peacé

! : |

andg stahility in Lebanon and throughout the Middle East. We

are cnnfident that l.ebanon's other friends will also stand

beside the hrave people nf Lebanon and the government which7

is

Al

seeking to establish its sovereignty and xndependence tree ?f -

external control.

We will epaTe no eftort‘tq.reduc- the vulnerability ‘of

troops along with those of F:ancc. Italy, and Great Btitaih

But our support for the objectives they are there to aerve

not weakened. Our commitment éo the search for national un
o ' |
and stability in Lebanon is not lesseaned. We have encourag
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President Gemayel to persevere in his courageocus decimion to |

broaden the political base and copposition of his governwmsnt,

And we will asasure that.he can do so without surrendering u:o

*hose who reject political solutions and seek to impose their

will by violent means.

o A e e 4

——— had

14"-

wd

e

) ~ 1
. V‘I;

: iy

: . e :‘.:

- i . t RETRERT
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Cleared: Ambassador Habib
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